?During the most fatal period of the epidemic, which late-^ ly swept this colony with such cruel violence, I happened to be in a great measure in charge of the 5Gth regimental hospital, and, at the desire of Dr Burke, Inspector of Hospitals, and principal medical officer in the island, I have now the honour of giving you some account of the observations I had occasion to make on that and certain other diseases which occurred about the same time. The patient study and minute record of symptoms, I found too frequently incompatible with the harassing calls perpetually made on my attention, and the immediate interests of the men entrusted to my care; and you will, I trust, accept this as a sufficient apology for the necessary imperfections of the present communication-
The 5Gth regiment marched from the windward to the leeward side of the island, on the 25th July last, 827 The case alluded to is the only one in which diarrhoea did not come on spontaneously; the evacuations were generally most numerous on its first occurrence ; after admission into hospital, they seldom exceeded one or two every hour; in one case they were completely suppressed, but in another amounted to twenty the three first hours. The first evacuation was copious, those which followed more scanty, and remarkably uniform ; they consisted of a clear colourless fluid, thinly interspersed with white flakes, and strongly resembling pus diffused through water; in a single case, they were reddish, mucous, and attended with tenesmus ; in two others, tenesmus was present after the diarrhoea had ceased. They were now and then entirely confined to the calves of the legs, and always more frequent in these parts than elsewhere. Sometimes they commenced in the toes or soles of the feet, and successively attacked the legs, thighs, and arms. They were seldom confined to one side, and generally attacked the corresponding muscles in the opposite limbs. The upper extremities were rarely affected. In one case, the muscles of the right cheek, and in another, the muscles of the abdomen, were attacked, but these are the only unequivocal examplss of their occurrence in any other parts than the extremities. 
